Visually impaired children with sensory defect nystagmus, normal appearing fundi and normal ERGS.
The differentiation of congenital motor nystagmus (CMN) from sensory defect nystagmus (SDN) in early life is a common diagnostic problem, since their wave forms are indistinguishable. A diagnosis of SDN is made when fundal or ERG abnormalities are present. CMN is generally diagnosed by exclusion. This approach can lead to late or incorrect diagnosis, and to the overlooking of important genetic implications. In addition, the classification of congenital nystagmus into pure motor and sensory types is inadequate. The authors present case reports illustrating this problem and suggest strict criteria for a diagnosis of CMN. They also point out that a miscellaneous group of rare disorders of the macula tend to be overlooked and misdiagnosed.